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THE SOCIAL VORTEX l

LOMLA wen! as if |n|||l|!£n1dﬂ|1
of the
youug heart not »ven ta be

corridor

for through Ave aternal years

pamself enguged to all that time

But Frenean was not long in Anding out his méstake,

Metropolitan, It

throush the giittering thronge In the
wius u cruel bumiliation to her
recognized by the man she had walted
the man she had loyully considersd

(Morla had run

away from her father to run to Frineaw, only to run away from him In turn.

O)¢ Stafford, looking for Gloria, encou
the band, and asked: “Have you seen
Then he realized with a whock tha

w“h':pr_ and that the respite of Ave years was up,
Btufford glowered at the hapdsome young enemy of

oria's heart was due,
bip happiness,

nterad Freneau, shook him warmly by
my daughter?™

L the man Frencaou was engaged to his
The mortgngo on

Bul Freneau had suddenly reallzed that Gloria was loria. He made

haste to pursue her.  He caught her
Baafford box and put up her
MI)’ Jarge tears an Lhey esch

Freneau deftly turned his slight in

*Mise Stafford-—Gloria!
speak. You werd
hair up ond all
mine, aren’t you?

| (L) al ave

You're still mune!®

absurdly
v her pink petal cheekas,

tremendously protty as o
this grandeur on, you're—you're & goddess. And you're

just s whe paused at the door of the
small handhkerchief to catoh the ab.

to n compliment:

I wos so dazzled when | saw you that I souidn’t

—an a kKd; but now, with your

His impetuous charge slag gered her, but she was too deeply hurt to for-

ﬂ" him alonce.
pew rather than with anger,

She shook ler head dolefully and punished him with sor-
In spite of all he could ray, she slipped loto the

”‘ closed the door almost on his fingers, and vanished,

He cursed his atupidity and turned

gway. He Joined a group of men
spated In n box, among them his
partner, Frank Mulry, who was

peaming like n full moon wripped
up in broadcioth and white linen.
Pyeneau began peering about the
heuss through his opera glasses, He
fastened them on Gloria where whe
gt brooding bitterly. The first great
meeting with her lover haa failed to
live up to the drenms she had beon
;hniahint for five ywirs,

Her father leaned over and
te interest her in the opera

“*Boris Godunow' I8 my favorite
dpera.” he mald, "and Amato is in
splendid form to-night."

But Gloria hardly heard the so-

tried

-@srous orchesira or the Jhundering

ehorus. The music was Title more

t¢ her than lond wind blowing
about her the ashcs of her dead
fomance,

By and by ¢he opera glasaes want
saving idly alomg the hoxea. They
suddenly brought Freneau before her
with @ fume. o sesmad vory near
sad @u hnsws of bie operu glasscs
wars like syes slaring into hor own.
Mhe osuld mot help emiling, back
nte his appealing emile. Indeed,
when he began to signal her to mest
him in the eorridor she was temptled
te conpent. To the girl just out
of sohool that would bo a frightful
sdventure, more exciting than her
wanderings in the Everglodes and
har oapture by the Beminoles.

Bhe shook her head at Freneau
and turned 0 aee what her father
thought of her flirtatiousness. Hhe
w why he ||ked “Borle Godunow™
#® much. He had never slept hetter.,
:.w. with her chaperon gone to

, It looked to Gloria am

it Providence meant that she should
pureue tha adventure.
* $he did not know that Lois Stafford,
Mpated In David'a box, was taking In
these wireless signaln from one aide
of the horseshos to the other. Bhe
8l not see how Lois glowered at
Prancau's alluring grin: how flercely
she frowned when Freneau ross and
loft the box, and how frantic she was
whan Glorin sroan and laft hers. For
Qloria, sselng Freneau go, hesitated
omly a momeni, then roks and stole
away, wo, leaving her father In a
peaaceful wslumber which nall  the
elamors of the Hussian opera could
Bt dlsturb.

Outside the Stafford door Freneau
waited In ambush. He was rewarded
by the appearance of Gloria. He was
so delighted that when she asked
hig why he had motloned to her te
meet him he could think of pothing
betiar to say than 1 thought yon

might be hungry. There's the buffet
upstalrs”

Glorla smiled and understood and
ncceptad the challange. Hhe sald ahe
was famlshed. The corridors and the
massive atalrway were empty at this
tima and thay scampered up to the
rafreshiment room like children,

Glorla wns anchanted by the array
of vnkes and beacame hungry in the
presence of the fenst. Hhe poked her
finger at tha most tonthsome.

“Olva me thin, glve ma thin: one of
thess, two of those, and a chocolates
and pistachs les cream-—and some
Iemonade,"

Love hnd avidently not ruinsd her
voung appetite

Freneau led fier to a tabls and thay
began to renew old acquaintance, She
renewed her five-yvear-old expresalon
of gratitude to him for resoulng her
from the Indians, and he had neither
the courage nor the honeaty to admit
that it was not he but Doctor Royoe
who had fought the chief to a lleatiil.
Frenewu and Gloria had many 4hings
to discuss, but he did not tell her all
the mischlaf he had been up to in the
five yeara' test. That went without
nmaying. They 4id not knew that the
room filled up with a chattering mob
when the ocurtain went down, nor
that the chattering mob disappeared
when the curtaln went up again,

Glorla prattiad on, munching her
rakes and jce and sipping har lomon-
ads. Buddenly she felt her aar selzed
in & familiar grosp. Her father had
wakened with a start when the or-
chestra stopped playing, He had
blinked ahput in the sudden bright
lighta and missed his daughter. 8he
was lost In the mazes of the opera
house, Ho was templed to offer a
reward for har, an he had when she
decamped Into the Everglades,

He dealded to ronrch first for her
himwelf. He found the estray in the
dessrted buffet, spooning up tha last
of her lce orem and the best of Fre-
new Cx fiatterien. He dragged her out
of heaven. Hhe fought him all tha
way down the stalrs, but he would
not let her go. He would not let Fre.
neauw coms nenr

At the next intermission her father
tagwed along ltke & younger brother,
Pefore she could get to Frenean, her
sinter-in-law, Lols, captured him.
Lois rebuked Freneau fon his atten-
tions 1o (GHorla and reminded him of
his onths of fidelity to her own un-
falthful salf. He made light of his in-
terest In Glorla and was avowing his
devotlon to Lols when her husband
nppearsd at thelr elbaws,

Thev masked their confusion as beat
Sl and Freneauw sauntersd

ey
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GLORIA WAS BESET BY WOOERS; SBHE TRIED TO DODGE THE
GNATLIKE SUITORS.

away, David glowered after him and
glared at his wife. He had not for-
gotten that Freneau had besn his

rival for lols’'s fickle heart before
they were marriod. He did nt dream

how deeply she was Involved with
Frneau now; but tho first seed of
muisploion was sown. [oda's father,
Judge Freeman, had not fprgotien
Lois's carly infatuation for the young
bmtnr who hud a gift of making
women reokless, He saw how David
was miffed. He saw also how Gloria
tried to reach Freneau, only to lose
him in the erowd The Judie was
tradned in observing human nature,
He even ventured to speak to Gloria,
“I wouldn't think too muoh of that
Froneau fellow If 1 were you, Glorla”
“"But you aren't me, are you,
Judge?' Glorix answered impudently,
and the Judge retimed, mumbling:
“No! 1'll have to admit that!™
Then FPlerpont cams up and com-
pelled Gloria to go back and listen to
mers opera, when she wantoed to hear
Frencau's glorous volee, When the
last eurtain fell and the multitude
flooded the corridors she did not get
a gldmpss of him. Her father kept
watoh over her and Glorda went home
amaged nt the cantankerous meddle-
someness of parents In love wiairs,
She told her father that he ought to
be in better business than playing the
demon chaperon, but he only smiled.
Hhe was wll he had and he wuanted to
keap her to the last moment. He
wanted nlso to make some Investiga-
tlon of Frenau's behavlor and his re-
lialdlty ws 0 son-in-law, He had oot

GOK.

heard much about him, but that litile
was not good
L ] - - L ] L ] [ ] L]

The naxt day a rescuer appeared In
unexpected gulsas Her aunt, the
great Hortensia Btafford, called to ses
ber, raved over her beauty and halled
her as o graduats from the ranks of
girldom.

"You must bhave & ocoming-out
party,” she sald, “and take up the
duties of womanhood.”

Plerpont vioclently (inwsisted that
Gloria was only a child, But he was
only n father and merely & brothor to
Hortensla, 50 she waved him aside
fs & nulsance, Gloria smbraced her
fervantly and thought her an angel.

She changed her mind when it came
to sending out the Invitations for the
debut, for Aunt Hortensia was o
stickler for soclal selectnasa and she
loved to blus pencll doubtful names.

Gloria made out a llst of those she
wanted. There wers dozens of girl
friends and a few young men she had
known from childhood. S8hs wrote
among thoss the name of Richard
Frensau with loving flourishes. Aunt
Hortensia ran him through with one
stralght thrust of her deadly blus
pencll.  Glorla protested, but Hor-
tensla answered:

“I don't know him. I don't wish to
know him. You have no time to know
him, Who Is he?"

When Gloria started to tell har she
would not listen, and Plerpont had
ons cheerful moment. Gloria, how-
aver, would mnot let har lover bhe
snubbed so arrantly. She knew that
argument with this lmperative rela-
tive wias worse than useless, so she
merely nodded her head in obedience
and sat nbout 1o ¢ireuchvent her, fut-
tering about again while her aunt re-
turned to her own list. Gloria an-
nexed an |nvitatlon, an snvelope and
a pan, and the deed was done. An in-
vitatlon te Mr. Richard Frencau re-
posed In the basket with thoas all
ready for the mall, and with elab-
orate lnnocance Gloria danced over to
ber Ignorant relation,

When that Invitatlon was recalved
nt the office of Freneau & Mulry It
seemad ke a4 messuge from heaven to
the nlmost broken brokers. The busi.
nesa was in fearful shaps and they
wers about ready to close up shop
unless some miracle should occur to
tide them over,

Mulry had been paeclng the floor,
discussing ways and moans; Freneau
wis disgustedly beating a tattoo on
the desk when the office boy enteped
with the madl. On the top luy the
lurge eavelope. Opening I, Freneau
pond thut Mr, Plerpont Stafford and
Miss Glorla Stafford requested the
easure of his company at & debyt
dunce on a certiin pfternoon,

Fropeauw proudly showed to to
Mulry

Mulry blow a jong whistie and suid,
"What right have You got to get
3 i e

1 waved here Wife,” Froneau replied
Mulry Laughod, “Ah, go on'” When

Fieagau tvid bis veraion of i alory,

vividly describing how little Qloria
had been lost In the Everglades of
Florida and taken prisoner by a tribe
of Beminoles, and how Freneau had
tracked her through the willderncss
and saved her from the young chief
who was determined to make the glirl
his squaw, Freneau's language bad
all the wvividnessn that only fletion
achieves. But Mulry still langhed::

“You never saved a kitten from a
poodle.” He knew Freneau.

Frensau was furlous, hbut Mulry
looked him up and down with a con-
temptuous admiration. Then, sober-
Ing quickly and, taking the Invitation
from Freneau's hand, ho slapped hilmo
on the back and said:

“The main thing Is that she thinks
you saved her, so 11's her turn 1o save
you, Marry her quick! We can hor-
row a big wad on your father-in-
law’'s mere name.”

Freneau saw the polnt and prom-
tsed. His triumphant smile did not
inat loug.

His mind shifted back and forth
like a shuttlecock, welghing oll the
chances. There was his entanglement
with Lois. What a double-dyad fool
he had been to Airt with Glorla's sis-
ter-in-law! How very carcless of
him! Bhe might spoll everything
Sha would Lo bound to see und know
something of his courtship,

He felt sure he could win Gloria
over again as ho had won her heart
tive yeara before, provided he could
still pose in the light of & courage-
ous and faithful suitor. But Lola
must be kept from ruoining every-
thing. His best chance lny In speed,
he thought, und his ability to keep
Lols quint,

His face cleared and
charming smile was

WALl right, Wo'll marey hor”

L] . ] [ ] - ™ .

Standing at the haad of the fa.
mous Btafford stair, in line with her

his  most

turned to M

aunt, her girl friends, and lois, was
the most exquisite debutante of the
season, Aunt Hortensin }],..1 NOOT

many in her long life, but
a small, pollte sigh
and contentment as she

he hosved

the imperious young
#lle, ~

Miss Btafford had insisted that
simpliceity be the Kkeynote of her

nivee's attire at this afternoon pre-

ceptiop in her honor, but the cun.
ning of the dressmaker had oon-
trived to canse the appoarance of
simplieity over u most complleatisd

study In beoury line. Yet above the
wealth of fabrie the Joyous yourh of
Glorin shone forth tr

Tho wus Mo flied with
flowers sent by admiving frivods and
hopeful sultors that the affulr woas
ke & merrymaking in the giganotlie
conservatory. At the foot of the
steps  gtood o footman, resplendent
In powdercd halr, with sUK stockings,

unscomdent,

housa

red velvet ecoat, and knss breaches.
Al the edgo of the recolving llne
the old butler, Griggs, kept calling
each guest’s namoe clearly and dis-
tinctly, ®0 that the hostesses need
not puzzle thelr wits over who was
whao,

Gioria’s heurt pounded proudly be-
neath her chiffons. It was not half
had to be a young quaen In one's own
palucs and at lust to be considered
noreal part of it Yet aw guest after
Eucst was presented to her aunt she
kave ench only an Instant'a gruclous-
ness, then her eyes went boyond and
her epara strainad for the magical
nama of her ldol=Frensau.

She dld, Indeed, glve a lttle extra
honor to one old friend. As Doctor
ltoyee mounted the stalrs Gloria ran
forward from the line to grest him
specially, She presonted him to her
aunt, and his heart glowed warmly
with Gloria’'s welcoms, Aunt Hor-
tensin's keen eves Ut up with pleasurs
as she greeted him too, for something
about the look of his eve and the grip
of his band gained her worldly wise
favor, But Gloria’s affection for
Royes wos not love, .und when he
turned bnck to her for a word he
found her distraught, He sighed and
passed on to Lola, waving her little
hand to soms one in the ascending
strenm of guests,

When Doctor Rovea had shaksn
hands with the rest of the hostesses
he saw Freneau already holding
Glorin's hand, There was an expres-
slon of ownership on hia face, and he
mada no bones about incidentally
holding up & line of Indignant guests.
l: wea saw the look of adoration In

lorin's eountenance, and he burned
w "‘n righteous jealousy,

From thip time on through lhe an-
tire afternoon Hoyce made himself a
Nemesln on tha trail of Richard Fra-
neaw.  Through the ballroom, the
tenrpom, tha lbrary, and conservi-
tory Royee followed the Gloria hunt.
ing man. He could not do much, but
he hoped to shame Fronecau a little,
and he put all bis contempt into hin
oved whenaver Freneau's attempla to
wet a word alons with Glorin became

» Magrantly sxpresdsive

The chass was watched also by
another—the terrifisd, econsclance-
naunted wife of Dawvid. lols bad
given up her peacs and happiness
and her reapect of aelf for the prise
that #he now asaw belng taken from
Ler, She felt no repentance, but ouly
a helpleas rage.

(ilorie bad counted on dancing tha

first dance with Mr. Freneau Bha
wis sb boeset with wooers that he
could not reuch her. Ha waa not

the only man in New York willing to
ke love to the helress of ths Staf.
ford wealth, who was, Incidentally,
dowered in her own right with a
boputy and magnetism that would
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chiffons.

Freneau.

Standing at the head of the stair was the
most exquisite debutante of the season.
Gloria’s heart pounded
It was not ha
queen in one's own palace and at last to be
considered a real part of it. Yet as guest
after guest was presented she gave each only
an instant’s graciousness, and her ears
strained for the magical name of her idol,

rroudly beneath her
f bad to be a young

have neant a fortuns to any mirk

Gloria tried to dodge the gnat-lke
sultorn: “May 1 have this dance
The next? Ths one after that, then?"
They followed nmong the plliars
about the ballroom floor. They ecor-
nered her at last, and Doctor Royoce
confronted her. Rha was about to
take him in desperation when ahe
saw Frensau at her shoulder.

He was ths man of men, but A
sudden shyness overwhelmed her,
Her bsthrothal to him had not besn
ratified agaln, and she wna afrald to
let every ons see her chooss him.
Her humid eyes caught sight of her
tather, who was smiling in the hope
that there was seourity in numbers,
She made a dive at him and made
him ber beau. Everybody admired
her tactful choles; but Plerpont
knaw mors about invastments than
about the fox trot, and hs had moare
rheumatism in his musecles than
grace. Ha made a sorry figure in the
erowd of dancers, and finally col-
lapsed In Royea's arma. Gloria gin-
gled.

“1 qurn him over o you,

Royoe laughed til he siw that she
surrenderad herself to Freneau. Then
he frowned, He was inn miserabie
Allemma. He could see that ¥
cant a apell over the young soll of
Gloria, and he knew him to be un-
worthy of the girl's trust, Royes
knew that Frepoau was n ead.  He
had stolen from Royee the fruits of
his victory over the Indian chief,
Royoa had fought for Glorla and for
his own life while Frencau earried
her off. And now Royce wanted to
eave her from Frenecau as he had
savad her from the Seminole.  But,
alas! thls was quite another matter,
for Gloria did not wan! to he gaved,

Royce could not bring himselt to
declaring the truth of the matter, for
he could not endure to explolt his
own prowess, Ha knew enough of
the world, ton, tn know if he
went to Glorin with eriticism of her
cavaller he would only add to Fre-
noau the charm of persecution Ha
wan in the presence of a complication
of dangerous symptoms, and he did
not know how 1o act to provent their
developing into a plague of troubles,
He ecould only do what he could ta
keep Frenean assured that his con-
quest of the young girl's heart would
not he opposcd,

Aactar™

renoang

that

Buddenly a carelesa glance at Lots
gave him a start. Bhe was in such
distresa that he moved 10 her to offer
his help. Bhe wns watching Frenenn
danee with Glorin, 8She saw how
oontent they were together and her
heart turned sick. But before Royee
could reach her a determined youth
cutinon Glorla's dance with Frenean
and dmgeged her from his armas for
the rest of the dance. Then Freneau
hurried to Lols,

Instantly Lois was better, smiling
onee more, for now it wiys she whom
Frensau encircled with his arm and
piloted through the skipping and
gliding truffic on the ballroom floor.

Frenenu held Lois tightly and whis-
pered to her honeyed lies, He ex-

“GLORIA, DEAR."

SAID FRENEAU, “
Thid MOMENT"

plained that he had to be polite to Bis
hosteas and that Gloria was a dear
child, but, of courws, she was nothing
to him, whils Lois waa all in all

And Lols bellaved,

Bad women are, of courws, bigger
fools than good women; otherwise
they would be wise enough te be
good But, belng fools, it fs Dot
strange, parhaps, that they should be
no enally fooled. They can ssiMom be-
Heve or disbelleve truly. The intuition
upon which they ss confidently rely
constantly plays them false, and be=
l1af bacomes the servant of wish,

That dance over, the pgod-iike
young heart hreakar batook himsalf
nanin to the trall and followed the
Etafford millions

Glorin had had enough of the
Fucsta. Ehe wivhed that they would
nll go home. Instead, they were still

pouring in. The eglam of the doors of
their cars con!d be heard even herw,
ay  motor afler motor rolled up,
emptied (ts humnn eontents on the
morhie steps and rolled away,

What Glorih winted now wam A
Folitude for two, Freneau was more
than willing Sering a young Inl.n
coming to whom she had promissd
wevegal dano nd wiven none, Glorla
fled among the erowd, motioning Fre-
neau o follow She jed the way

through the denss wilderness of the
congervatory to a marblea bench, ap-
propriately ]-Tu'ﬂ‘.'] at the foot of LY
fountain whera n littls old marhle

cupld presjded The trysting place
was evidently pepular, ¢ Gloria
Mfushed one ¥ »of plover when she
parted the branches

She A4 not recogniza tha young
man and woman wha scurried away,
but she understood thelr longing for

aulet and would have apologlzed 1
. W5 lingered. Hut ow that thy
wers roma vhe amiled at Freneau and
Invited | m to sit beslds her,

“This 18 the noarest to the Pvese
glades wa have,” sha sald

He lost no time in preambles, He
hegan Lilorin, dear, I'va waited five

yoars for this moment,
vou tn know that my
for ona Mmoment ——

and I wane
beart has naver

Thera waa & rustla of palm lenves
and the awish of skirs. Soms one was
Invading thelr Eden, He mighed: “No
hope!*

Gloria  whisporad
Coma Ul to our eountry pines to-mors
row and I'll tulia you for a slelgh ride
behind my ponies. And ' drive.”

Frenean chuckled as he  under-
stood. e drew closer to the delscte
abla witch, only to sea aver her
shoulder the eves of an earller witeh.

It was Lols.  Fearlng that Gloria
might sea her she retreated. But
Doetor Royea had followed too, and
He hind seen Lola's face as she watched
the lovers. He understood now the
fever that he Lad noted on her face A
while before, Ho understond too
that he had an nll) in his battla
apalnst  Freneau's prosperity  with
fHorin--not an  altogether desirabla
ally, but all allles are weleoma in love
or war. And this was both.

(Te Ba Continued.)

“Never mind;
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